
Building a foundation
Each week, hundreds of people donate goods to our seven 
Dane County thrift stores. The funds raised by selling those 
goods usually cover about half of the annual cost of running 
our programs helping neighbors in need. The donated 
goods go from the stores to our centralized Processing 
Center, where they are sorted, priced and made ready to 
return to the stores for sale.

Honored by peers, working to change
King* started working at the Processing Center in 
November 2021 and in April 2022 was selected by the 
management team as our Employee of the Month. King 
is one of ten men who reside at Oakhill Correctional 
Institution and work at St. Vincent de Paul through a work 
release program.

“King was an easy choice for Employee of the Month,” John 
Cobb, Associate Director of Retail Operations said. “The 
other guys look up to him because of his ability to get the 
job done. He’s able to bring up a concern in a productive 
way. He’s not going to let anyone mess up the [work-
release] program here for himself or others.” Employees 
are selected from any Processing Center department and 
are evaluated for the honor based on their work accuracy, 
attendance, performance, demeanor and morale.

“I was humbled to be chosen,” King said. “I’ve never received 
anything of that significance. I just love the work, and the 
environment is like a family. They look at me like a human 
being, nothing but respect. It’s making me a completely 
better man. If something needs to be done, I do it. I want to 
make this place and myself successful.”

Program offers real-world work experience
Cobb began the work-release partnership with Oakhill in 
2018. Since that time, nearly 50 men in the care of Oakhill 
have worked for SVdP. Cobb is grateful for the partnership 
and the work the men perform.

“Reliable, good, hard-working labor is a prize,” Cobb 
observed. “And it’s good for the men, as well. We treat them 

fairly and pay them competitive wages. They are just like 
every other employee, except they have to follow the work-
release rules established by Oakhill.”

Cobb wants the men to succeed. “When they are released, 
they have a job with me if they want it," Cobb said. I remind 
them – don’t go back to what got you incarcerated. Stay 
here with us. St. Vinny’s can help you as a stepping stone to 
your next opportunity.”

Preparing for a successful transition
Sergeant Craig Bruesewitz, Work Release Coordinator 
for Oakhill, agrees the program is valuable. The men from 
Oakhill who work for SVdP have earned their way into the 
jobs. “They’ve done a good job along the way,” Bruesewitz 
said. “They have stayed out of trouble and succeeded 
through other levels of supervised work to get here. They’ve 
put aside real temptations to get to this level and now they 
have the chance to make some money.” That money allows 
the men to find housing, transportation and clothing, and 
meet other basic needs upon their release.

John Cobb, Associate Director of Retail Operations, King, April 
2022 Employee of the Month, and Sergeant Craig Brusewitz, 
Work Release Coordinator stand outside the Processing Center.
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Pantry moved outside with 
drive-through service. Served 

nearly 1,300 families in the last 
two weeks of March.

The first COVID-19 stimulus 
checks were issued. Pantry use 

fluctuated during spring and 
summer months.

COVID-19 cases spiked in Dane 
County. Pantry use hits record 

highs, served 2,100+ households 
in October.

April 2020  Fall 2020

“Taking advantage of opportunities 
during incarceration is the key to 
successful release,” Bruesewitz 
continued. “This is the perfect place 
to form that bridge. When guys are 
successful in their transition because 
of these opportunities, that helps our 
whole community.”

King has dreams for his future. “When 
I get out I want to be in Madison and 
keep this job. I want to continue to 
grow and learn. I want to transition 
into this community and give back. My 
dad wasn’t in my life. I want to start a 
program to help boys like me who don’t 
have a father figure.” His program will 
be called Young KING (Keep Inspiring 
Next Generations). He is already 
inspiring his work colleagues now.

With a gift today, you can help us 
continue changing lives:
svdpmadison.org/donate

Building a foundation  continuedLeave a legacy with your will
Did you know only about 33% of American adults have a will or living 
trust? That means two out of every three people do not have a will!

For the past year we have partnered with FreeWill to bring you the 
opportunity to create a lasting will. Just like establishing a power of 
attorney or securing life insurance, making a will is just one item often 
pushed aside. We hope you will take advantage of FreeWill as a resource 
to establish your legacy and care for your family, friends and community.

Lynne Toseff (below), longtime Society of St. Vincent de Paul volunteer and 
donor, shares why she decided to start her will with FreeWill:

• No-cost: “I decided to use FreeWill because it was offered and it was 
free. I wanted to get organized, and all of the necessary forms were 
there online."

• Simple: "The process wasn’t too long or complicated, and I was able to 
name my power of attorney and medical power of attorney to give my 
family security."

• Protective: She wants to continue providing for her family, "I want to 
be able to show my children what they are getting and show them the 
completed will."

• Urgent: "I had been procrastinating and wanted to finish the will. The 
longer you ponder something, the less likely you want to do it, but the 
more important it gets — especially in making things better for the 
family."

To organize your end-of-
life wishes with a will visit: 
svdpmadison.org and click "Start 
my will."

Information on FreeWill's website is 
intended as general guidance and does 
not constitute legal advice for any 
specific individual. Please consult your 
attorney for legal advice.
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Food Pantry
COVID-19 Timeline

"I would 
like to 

thank John 
for giving 
me this 

incredible 
opportunity, 
I appreciate 
him and the 
St. Vinny's 
family for 
embracing 

me."
- King



Four questions for Lacy Garden Intern
Most of us have some skill in growing something green: an indoor succulent, 
a few bushes around the house, or a tomato plant in the backyard. But what 
about growing thousands of pounds of produce? From May through October, 
volunteers at the Lacy Garden plant, grow and harvest produce for the 
St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. The garden contains a wide variety of food, 
from lettuce to sweet corn. Becks Gatewood is the current, and first, intern 
at the Lacy Garden! She shares how she got involved, what she does and her 
experience so far.

How did you get involved at the Lacy Garden?
I saw the job posting on Indeed. I researched Madison Area Food Pantry 
Gardens and was really interested in what they were doing! I specifically work 
for the Lacy Garden, but have helped at the Forward Garden (another MAFPG 
garden) event. I also help at the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry.

What do you do as the Lacy Garden Intern?
As an intern, I help lead special sessions (school groups, professional work 
groups, etc), work on special projects (environmentally friendly produce bags, 
pollinator garden, volunteer-appreciation event planning, information storing), 
help out with regular volunteer sessions, work at the food pantry and overall 
help out where I am needed! It’s been cool to be involved in all parts of the 
work: planting, growing and distributing food.

How has the experience been so far?
The experience has been really cool — to meet people who are choosing to 
do this and choosing to be productive with their time doing something that 
matters to them and matters to others. It's been a learning curve! I used to 
work at a garden center, and plants behave so much differently when they 
are in the field. I feel lucky to work at the food pantry as well to see the 

whole process from the seedlings being watered to distribution. It's genuinely been overwhelmingly positive. Thank you 
to everyone who makes up this garden team and everyone I've interacted with at the 
pantry. Being a part of St. Vincent de Paul has taught me about Catholic Social Teaching 
and service. It's service that recognizes the dignity in every person.

Do you have any goals for the summer?
With so many volunteers, we're working to compile all of the knowledge that exists only 
in some specific heads in a way that a lot of people can access it. We're also hoping to 
do a volunteer-appreciation event to honor the time our volunteers have dedicated to 
the garden. This place is strong because of the community that is involved in it.

Becks (middle) with Peg O'Donogue, 
Garden Coordinator and Julie Bennett, 
SVdP CEO Designate, at the Lacy Garden 
Blessing in May.

Looking to grow your 
involvement in SVdP this 
summer? Volunteer at 
Lacy Garden or give a 
gift to support our Food 
Pantry

American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 signed into law. Pantry use 
declines. Began using Pantry Pal 

for online orders.

The last cash payments for 2021 
Child Tax Credit were made. 

Pantry use increased to seasonal 
norm.

Pantry numbers hit seasonal 
records as grocery and gas prices 

rise. Online ordering grows.

 Spring/Summer 2021  Winter 2021 Spring/Summer 2022

Donate now to help us 
prepare for what's next...
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For helping us meet our fundraising goal! No matter how much you 
chose to give during Care Café 2022, we appreciate each and every gift. 

Every donation makes a difference for people using our food pantry, 
pharmacy and housing programs. A special thank you to our sponsors!

Thank you...

Platinum Level

Gold Level

Silver Level

Bronze Level

Park Bank
Pellitteri Waste 
Systems
Powderkeg
Quartz

Madison Gas 
& Electric 
Foundation, Inc.
Monona Bank
TASC – Give Back 
Foundation
WMSN Fox47

Generous gifts = grateful hearts


