
More Than a Meal 

Creating the best possible life for your children is one 
of the ultimate goals for a parent. 

This is especially true for Angie, a loving mother to 
two sons.

Angie has been able to provide for her two children 
because of healthy options available year-round at 
St. Vincent de Paul’s food pantry, while also pursuing 
her education for a better life.

“We really love St. Vinny’s food pantry, especially the 
chicken quarters and all the healthy foods like fresh 
veggies, tomatoes, breads, stuff from Trader Joe’s, you 
name it,” recalled Angie. “I like to cook for my kids and I 
can give them options, especially in the summer, when 
they are home more because school is out.”

The food pantry support has allowed Angie the 
dignity of providing for her own kids and fulfilling 
the time-honored responsibility of creating the 
family atmosphere that parents strive for. 

As a result, being able to take care of her family has 
built her confidence and she has already accomplished 
much over the last few years by completing her High 
School Equivalency Diploma (HSED) and is less than 
a year away from finishing her respiratory therapy 
degree at Madison College.

“I’ve been coming to St. Vinny’s off and on for over 
a decade for food and clothing vouchers,” noted a 
grateful Angie. “It makes a big difference to have St. 
Vinny’s as I keep up with my own schooling while 
taking care of my two growing boys.”

Angie is not alone, as 80 to 120 families each day 
rely on St. Vinny’s food pantry in the summer. 
When school is out, most kids don’t have access to 
school-provided free and reduced-price breakfasts 
and lunches. With parents having to prepare more 
meals, Angie and others fill their kitchens and hungry 
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Angie and her family rely on the food pantry and your generous support 

to help them put healthy food on the table, especially during the summer 

months when school lunches are scarce.

bellies with St. Vincent de Paul’s help. 

With St. Vincent de Paul there when she needs help 
most, Angie has committed to paying it forward.

“I want to work in the hospital setting, and I want to 
help others, just like St. Vinny’s has helped me,” said 
a beaming Angie. “Every time I come to St. Vinny’s, 
it has been a huge help. I can take care of my family 
properly and even save a little bit for school.” 

Thanks to generous donors, Angie is ready to take on 
life’s next step with her healthy family right beside her.

“We definitely see an increase in shoppers 
and their families during the summer months. 
A donation is a blessing because it allows us 
to provide a healthy variety of foods, as well 
as diapers, for the families when they are in 
greatest need.”

-Chris Kane 
 St. Vincent de Paul Director of Client Services

Your food pantry support is making dreams 
come true for families like Angie’s.
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HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED

GraceNotes



Standing Ovations and Generosity Highlight Care Café  

Back in Action: Pharmacy Summer Scholars Give More Than They Get

Madison Police Chief Mike Koval (left) and St. 

Vincent de Paul’s pharmacy patient Isaac Hill 

(right) both shared moving stories at the fourth 

annual Care Café on May 9. 
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“Whatever obstacles come your way, 
you should be able to overcome. I’m 
so appreciative of St. Vinny’s for all 
they’ve done for me. They’ve made a 
major impact on my life.”
  
 -Isaac, food pantry shopper and
                             pharmacy patient

Interested? You can be a part of this great 
event! We are looking for 2020 sponsors and table 
captains for our fifth annual Care Café next May.

Contact Nancy Hansis: 608-442-7200 x405 
nhansis@svdpmadison.org

a menu of compassion

St. Vincent de Paul 
Charitable Pharmacy  

Summer Scholar program

• Two to three UW Pharmacy  
students who have completed 
second year of curriculum

• Ten-week program: Complete 
two unique projects and 150 
hours, primarily in the pharmacy

• Students receive stipend to 
attend state or national 
pharmaceutical conference

• Goals include: Develop 
compassion and commitment 
toward underserved populations 
and expand understanding of 
pharmacy functions

“It was a unique option because there aren’t many 
charitable pharmacies around. I get to learn from 
the best and be a part of something special.”        
- Nick Adler (Oregon, Wis.)

Meet Nick and Cheefeng

Cheefeng with Charlie 
at Port St. Vincent

Pharmacy Philanthropy

Isaac, an inspirational food pantry and pharmacy client, and Madison’s 
Police Chief, Mike Koval, stole the show at St. Vincent de Paul’s fourth 
annual Care Café fundraising breakfast on May 9. Both received standing 
ovations from the crowd of 400+ attendees at the Alliant Energy Center.

Isaac spoke about the impact of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) 
on his life, especially after his sudden diabetes diagnosis, and his reliance 
on and appreciation of SVdP services afterwards. Chief Koval touched on 
his mom’s volunteer connection with SVdP and his appreciation of SVdP 
in providing hope for the local community.

Isaac concluded the breakfast with an emotional rendition of “Amazing 
Grace” that had many guests on their feet and with tears in their eyes. At 
the end of the breakfast, guests generously gave in what was the most 
successful Care Café to date. 

“Life is sacred. I feel blessed that St. Vinny’s is there to make a difference 
and meet the people where they are,” added Chief Koval.

“I’m looking forward to working one-on-one 
with staff and clients. We learn about the drugs 
in school, but not as much about the people. St. 
Vinny’s gives me the chance to apply what I’ve 
learned in school while helping others.”  
- Cheefeng Lee (Appleton, Wis.)

svdpmadison.org
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“The program is meant to give Nick and 
Cheefeng a holistic view of healthcare. We take 
them outside the ‘four walls’ of the pharmacy 
with weekly trips to the Port and reading books 
like “Evicted” to help them gain a deeper 
understanding of the underserved population 
they are assisting in the pharmacy.” - Yolanda 
Tolson, RPh, Managing Pharmacist
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“The food is so good and the selection is great, including the fresh vegetables. It’s a 
really nice and gentle environment and helps me feed my family, especially in summer.”  

-Laquiesha, food pantry shopper

Not Your Garden Variety!
At the Lacy Garden, dedicated volunteers help grow fresh produce for food pantry clients

“Volunteers have been a blessing.”

That’s how Lacy Garden leader Tom Parslow describes the 
volunteer impact on the Lacy Garden. 

Located at 5897 Whalen Road in Fitchburg, the 1.25 acre garden 
relies on donations and energetic, enthusiastic volunteers to 
plant, grow and harvest a large variety of fresh vegetables 
and fruits for the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. 

“The goal is between 20,000 to 25,000 pounds of fresh food 
this summer and fall that goes straight to the pantry,” said 
Parslow. “We’ve only been going for a few weeks, but are off 
to a good start. Once we’ve harvested our asparagus, we’ll 
continue with cabbage, broccoli, onions, sweet corn, potatoes 
and more.” 

In 2018 alone, the garden had 254 individuals and 25 groups 
invest 850 hours planting, caring for and harvesting the 
bounty from the Lacy Garden. 

Call or email to schedule your volunteer experience today! 
217-649-7210 or pegodonoghue@gmail.com       

“It makes me feel good to know that I’m 
doing something good and worthwhile.”

Priscilla Lentini named
Director of Seton House

After five years in store management at 
St. Vinny’s thrift stores, Lentini steps into 
her exciting new role in our women’s and 
children’s housing program.

“This is a great opportunity for me 
because I just want to help people help 
themselves to meet their own goals. The 
Seton program is all about that. It all 
comes down to helping your neighbors 
in need and is at the core of who we are 
as an organization.” 

setonhouse@svdpmadison.org
Contact Priscilla

608-819-1061

Super Summer Shopping 
at St. Vinny’s Stores!     

Be adventurous! 
Try something new! Dresses, jewelry, hats!

Have a party! 
Groovy dishes, snazzy platters, creative cups

Kids love it! 
Pool toys, camping supplies, dirt-ready clothes

Turn game/puzzle night up to 11! 
Our collections are entertaining and a little puzzling :) 

Help Your Neighbors in Need! 
Shop guilt-free because you help others 

with every purchase.
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Laura, Lacy Garden volunteer
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Jean’s Life-Changing Gift 
These stories from Kim, Steve, Isaac and Shannon wouldn’t 
be possible without the generosity of a gift from Jean, who 
remembered St. Vinny’s in her will. 

“Jean really cared for those with low incomes and wanted 
her gift to help in as many ways as possible,” recalls her 
husband, Jim. “We both knew the good work that St. Vinny’s 
does in so many areas.”

“Jean’s will helps support all of the St. Vincent de Paul 
programs. We decided to make a difference to as many 
people as we could in many important areas of life. I’m 
proud of her decision and can feel the impact her gift has 
left behind.”

 
Your legacy matters 
Kim, after a battle with addiction, has a new lease on life 
and has reunited with her kids at Seton House. “I had lost 
everything. I had nothing. The Seton House was a safe place 

to come and focus on other things that I need to focus on — 
a job or school and taking care of my family. It was a great 
environment.”

Steve, who has schizoaffective disorder, has found his own 
housing thanks to the resources, support and camaraderie 
he received from the Port St. Vincent men’s housing program. 

Isaac miraculously survived a diabetes scare and found 
healthy options at the food pantry and free, life-saving 
medicine in the charitable pharmacy. 

Shannon visits the pantry every month to get healthy food 
for her family and expensive diapers for her two young boys. 
“It really helps my budget and my ability to pay the rent. St. 
Vinny’s is awesome.”

Why Are They Smiling? Jean’s Bequest Offers Hope and Healing

District Council of Madison, Inc.
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
PO BOX 259686 • Madison, WI 53725-9686

Address Service Requested

Generous gifts = grateful hearts

Is St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) already in your will, trust or 
other estate plans? Thank you! Please let us know about 
your plans because it helps SVdP plan for the future. 

Don’t have a will? You’re not alone! Consider including 
a bequest to SVdP in your estate plans. 

Call or email Nancy Hansis for details: 
608-442-7200 x405 or nhansis@svdpmadison.org 
Tax ID: 39-0824876


